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Opening Prayer &
Reflection 
Begin your time in prayer. Ask God to reveal
something new to you today.

What did you learn or experience during
last week’s practice?

1.

What are some ways you imagined using
your gifts to build up the Church?

2.

Take notes of the main points:3.

Group Questions



Instead of reading one passage, here are a few stories
where people help one another to grow in their
giftings. Pick out one or two of these stories, and read
them.

Jethro & Moses…Exodus 18:13-24
Bezalel & his team…Exodus 31:1-11 
Nathan & David…2 Samuel 12:1-20
Elisha & the company of the prophets…2 Kings 2:3
Elijah & Elisha…2 Kings 2:7-15 
Nehemiah & Ezra… 8:10-12
Barnabas & Paul…Acts 9:26-27,11:22-26
Antioch church leaders…Acts 13:1-3
Paul & his teams…Romans 16:1-13 
John & Gaius…3 John

Read the Word



Background concepts

The Bible is full of stories of believers who used the
gifts God had given them to mature those around
them. This, of course, required humility for the learner,
and a mixture of boldness and patience for the
teacher. It is interesting to note that even those who
are thought to be amazing leaders, often need others
to help them take their next step of faith.

Our growth process requires a mixture of
encouragement to try new things, and the maturity
and accountability to doing them well. We see this in
multiple places in Scripture. For one example, we can
return to looking at the Church in Corinth. The
believers there had amazing gifts, but little
discernment in how to use their gifts. To be fair, they
didn’t have the Bible like we do, but thankfully they
had great teachers. Paul & Sosthenes (who wrote this
letter) & Apollos and Timothy (who are also
mentioned in the letter) clearly felt great freedom to
speak into the life of the church in Corinth. Their
wisdom and even correction certainly made a big
difference in the lives of those who listened then, and
also for those who still read these letters today. 



Background concepts

This encourages us to be involved in the lives of our
church family; to encourage them, and also to correct
them, and to help hold them accountable to living
lives that truly reflect Jesus’ life and message. 

That being said, being either an encourager or a
teacher requires a big measure of grace, and a fair
level of emotional intelligence–something that is
often missing in those who feel they are free to
correct others often.

Questions

How does accountability benefit the church and
individuals?
How can we hold each other accountable in a
loving, biblical way?
Describe the kind of person you would like to offer
you correction. How would you like them to
approach you? What should they avoid? 
How can we communicate what we believe God
has placed on our hearts without manipulating
others? 



Application

Considering the concept of helping others use their
gifts quite possibly comes with a lot of baggage for
some of us. Maybe there was someone who was too
aggressive in their attempts to push you along in your
walk. Or someone who overstepped in their attempts
to hear the Lord’s voice and speak into your life. Or
maybe it’s been the opposite, and you’ve felt
completely unseen and alone in the church.  

Take time for prayer. Maybe put on some
instrumental worship if it will help you focus. 



Take a few minutes in silence today, so that you
can have an honest discussion with God about
this subject.  
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to make it clear if you
are holding onto pain surrounding this subject.
Take time in silence to process this, and to listen
to the Holy Spirit’s voice. 
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to walk in
forgiveness and not judgment.  
Thank God that he sees you, that he began a good
work in you, and that he wants to “carry it on until
it is completed” (Philippians 1:6) 
Pray and commit to being someone in the church
who loves others well. 

Prayer Time

Guided Prayer Time



The
Practice

For your individual time with the Lord



Day 1 Accountability
Who have you given freedom to speak into your
life? Do they know it?  
Take some time today to write about the kind of
person who you will allow to walk with you on this
journey of growing in the understanding and use
of your spiritual gifts. What are you looking for in
their character? 
Do you know anyone who fits that description?
How might you approach them to talk about this? 

If you have an accountability partner, or just a close
friend who could be one, make time for a
conversation with them about how you can build one
another up in your faith, and in the operation of your
spiritual gifts. 

Day 2 Growing

Now, this is getting personal–but we only grow if
we’re honest with ourselves. 
Do you live in such a way that others should seek
you out to help them grow? What might you add
to your knowledge or character that would
encourage others to seek you out? 
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